consisted of an ordinary syringe with two tubes fitted to the body of it. One of these communicated with the cavity, and when the piston was withdrawn served to suck air from a bottle which could be attached to the instrument. The other tube also communicated with the bottle, and by it the fluid was withdrawn which it was required to remove. The advantages claimed for it were the control it afforded over the atmospheric pressure, its simplicity, and cheapness.
2. Dr Allan Jamieson showed pills coated with keratin, which was insoluble in the acids of the gastric juice. Unna, when making investigations into the formation of keratin in the tissues, found that it could be made insoluble in the acids of the gastric juice. The shavings of horn were digested in artificial gastric juice, then treated with ammonia which was driven off, and a substance left behind soluble in spirit, and insoluble in hydrochloric or acids of the gastric juice. This was a most valuable property, for pills coated in this way were dissolved only after passing the stomach. The pill-mass must be covered with cocoa butter before being coated with the keratin. The pills shown were got from Hamburg, but could be made in this country. One of them, containing five minims of the oil of turpentine, was intended for cases of enteric fever in which there was flatulent distension. The other contained lead and opium, which Dr Jamieson proposed to use in certain cases of typhoid diarrhoea, in which the stools being alkaline he hoped for some benefit from the keratin coating.
